
 

  

HISTORY OF RURAL SCHOOLS IN LOUDOUN COUNTY 
By: Hamilton Elementary PTA, Lincoln Elementary PTO, Waterford Elementary PTO, Aldie Elementary PTA, Banneker Elementary PTO 

 

1870 The state of Virginia began providing funding to support public schools.  Aldie, Hamilton, Hillsboro 

Lincoln, Middleburg, Waterford already had some form of school building within their communities 

 

1928-1950   Consolidation begins and uneconomical one room school houses across the county are closed as school 

buses are introduced. During this time period Banneker Elementary was built to consolidate several 

smaller schools and serve the African American community until integration in 1968. 

1981 & 1990  Small School Studies were conducted due to declining enrollment.  In both cases the School Board re-

affirmed the importance of these schools and their ability to achieve their educational missions. 

1999  Rural Loudoun School Study Committee was formed at the request of the Loudoun County Public 

School Board to study the rural communities, which were beginning to experience the strain of growth.  

The study concluded that “rural communities [in particular] consider their school, no matter it’s size or 

challenges to be the heart of the community” and therefore all considerations and recommendations 

should reflect a sense of community.  Recommended that any new rural elementary schools have a 

target enrollment of 450 students with a maximum capacity of 600 students (target 75% full). 

2000’s  Rural Community schools are over-enrolled. Waterford and Banneker Elementary School each receive 2 

trailers making them 10-11 classroom buildings. Hamilton Elementary was renovated between 2002-

2004 to provide a gym and resource rooms, making it a 13 classroom building.   

2003  Mountainview Elementary School, a 825 student capacity school, opened with just over 500 students 

which reduced enrollment at all the surrounding rural community schools.   

 2009  Kenneth Culbert Elementary School, a 750 student capacity school, opened with just over 500 

students.  Again, students from rural community schools were re-assigned to fill the new school.  

Enrollment at Kenneth Culbert has remained somewhat constant since their opening.  

2010  The Loudoun County School Board began discussing closing historic rural community schools as a 

form of operational cost savings and concurrently began reducing services to the students in rural 

historic schools, removing full time principals at several schools and eventually reducing cafeteria 

services, technology teacher and librarian support   

2013            Middleburg Elementary, tired of threats of closure, converted to a charter school.   

2014  Public hearing over spring break to close 4 out of the 7 historic rural schools (not based on any 

apparent criteria other than building size). As a result of the hearing, Hillsboro Elementary filed to 

become a Charter in the 2016-2017 school year.  

2015  The seven historic rural community schools joined together to request permission to apply for a 

Certified Local Government Grant from the Virginia Department of Historic Resources to study 

the architectural significance of the historic rural community schools as well as their importance to their 

surrounding communities to aid in the 2016 Loudoun County Comprehensive Plan revision.   

The Virginia Department of Historic Resources granted $12,000 to complete the study and each of the 7 

historic community school PTA/PTO’s contributed $250 to fully fund the study.  The study concluded 

in June 2016 and was submitted to the Virginia Department of Historic Resources.  The Loudoun 

County School Board voted 5-3 not to sign the study which would have allowed the 7 schools to be 

evaluated for placement on the national historic register.  It would not have prevented the schools from 

being closed.  

Real estate tax rate is held steady resulting in a $16.9M budget request shortfall. Hamilton, Lincoln, 

Aldie and Waterford are again threatened with closure, but stay open by a 5 to 4 vote. Full time 

principals are reinstated for 4 schools faced with that structure per 8-1 vote, however the restoration of 

a Media Specialist Assistant for each of the 5 small schools (for $264k) was lost during reconciliation. 

2016 Real estate tax rate is lowered 2 cents, resulting in a $5.5M budget request shortfall.  School Board 

discusses closing Hamilton and Lincoln.  School Board voted 5 to 4 NOT to hold a public hearing 

because without Hamilton and Lincoln, the Western schools can not help alleviate overcrowding in 

neighboring districts.   
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2017 Legislative & Policy Committee initiated creation of a new school closure policy over the summer, 

which was transferred to the Finance & Facilities Committee in the fall. The motion to consider Policy 

6540 was tabled in by a 6-2-1 vote which left Policy 2-19 in place, and requires public input and a 2-

year process to close a school  

A new “standardized” building capacity calculation is introduced which now lists Kenneth Culbert as a 

858 student building and does not recognize the special education classes at Culbert or Hamilton.  

Additionally, it allots 1 shared music/art classroom to 13/14 classroom buildings rather recognizing that 

we use separate music and art rooms creating a false sense of empty unused space. 

During the Operational Budget Process Lincoln and Hamilton were proposed for consolidation into 

Culbert. Motion failed in a 4-4 vote. The County adopted a $1.085 tax rate, 4 cents lower than the 

current tax rate resulting in a $14.9M shortfall for LCPS. 

2018 In the CIP/CAPP budget hearing it was suggested the Hamilton & Lincoln be consolidated into Kenneth 

Culbert Elementary, while the Catoctin District Representative seat is vacant. 

 

   

    


